In Praise Of Good Design
A round up of some of the Ontario Association of
Architects award winners.
Dave LeBlanc

From a Vegas-style light show at Ryerson University and a
sublime pharmaceutical building at the University of British
Columbia, to a beautifully composed residence on the
Cedarvale ravine and another on the Scarborough Bluffs,
jurors tasked with doling out Design Excellence Awards on
behalf of the Ontario Association of Architects were blearyeyed, to say the least.
Ensconced at OAA headquarters in Don Mills (a sort of
Justice League for the T-square set) on a crisp February
day, only the free coffee and pastries – and the promise of
an awards dinner to follow in May – kept these audacious
architectural aficionados going.
I should know: I was one of them.
And I exaggerate. But still, we did scan more than 125
submissions, survive a few good-natured dust-ups, and
were the last group to leave (there were other juries, but they
got off easy).
Veteran architect David Sisam, our non-voting chair,
led Toronto city councillor Kristyn Wong-Tam, MOD
Development’s Gary Switzer, Andrea Gabor from Urban
Strategies, and your humble architourist through the
mysterious world of awards-granting (okay, not so
mysterious, I served as a juror in 2006) and, a few weeks
ago, our efforts were rewarded as we watched the smiles
and speeches on stage.
Since this gala was not televised, I thought I’d share some
of the winners. First, however, I should note that jurors did
not know the names of the firms responsible for each design
on judging day; also, this was the first time buildings by OAA
registered architects built outside of Ontario were eligible
House on the Bluffs
Also winning the People’s Choice award, Taylor Smyth
architects delivered a stunner of less than 2,500 square
feet that gives the illusion of 4,000 – but good design
can achieve this. The rear elevation, almost all glazing, is
exquisite, and the asymmetrical detail by the front door is a
nice touch. Mr. Sisam said the “house embraces light and air
with a transparency and shifting of volumes that connect it
to its remarkable site.”
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